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They’re Pouring In! 

. those orders for “A Vet- 
eran Came Home Today,” the 
booklet by Charles A. Wells, edi- 
tor of Between the Lines. This 
four-thousand word booklet pre- 
sents the world-wide spiritual A se 
lenge that faces the veteran and 
his folks at home as the service- 
men return. Some orders are for 
100 copies for churches to give to 
veterans and their families, some 
for 50, some for 10. Hundreds 
of orders are for single copies. 
Don’t be too late—paper short- 
age, you know! 











Who Is Pushing Conscription? 

You may be for peace-time conscrip- 
tion, as many Christians are, or against 
it, but it still would be wise for you to 
know that the Committee for Military 
Training, Inc., which is giving the chief 
backing for the conscription bill with 
great force, is made up almost entirely 
of big names in the field of finance, 
steel and _ textiles—industries which 
will reap great profit from ——, 
military strength in America at a hig 
peak of power and equipment. 

For instance, members of the com- 
mittee include: 

Douglas Arant, member of the ex- 
ecutive committee and director of 
Slogg-Sheffield Steel and Iron Co.; 

Wells Farley, chairman of the 
board and director of the Merrimac Hat 
Corp., Nashua Manufacturing Co., 
Thompson-Gibb Electric Welding Co., 
Thomson-Electric Welding Co., presi- 
dent and director of American Airlines, 
Inc., Atlantic Rayon Corporation, 
Byrndon Corp., Hat Corp. of America, 
State St. Trust Co.; 

Benjamin B. Gossett, president and 
treasurer of Chadwick-Hoskins Co., 
president of Martinsville Cotton Mill 
Co., president and treasurer of Gossett 
Mills, Calhoun Mills, director of Tur- 
ner, Halsey Co., Piedmont & Northern 
Railway Co., M. D. & S. Railway Co.; 

Charles F. Glore, partner of Glore 
Forgan & Co., chairman of the execu- 


(Continued on next tage) 


“THOSE TERRIBLE GERMANS—no civilized race could do such things!” 
We hear that every day .. . yet a government report circulated privately among 
officials reveals that black market operations reach into the most respectable 
circles of society in almost every community. Black market operations are 
selfish, dishonest, illegal and are conducted by gangsters. “But our gangsters 
wouldn’t torture folks like those awful Nazi gangsters!” Oh, no? In one 
American city, the police have been pulling out of a river butchered portions 
of human bodies, victims of black market vengeance. Black market victims 
are numerous in other cities also. In America, as in Germany, exist the brutal 
gangsters and the complacent — which cooperates with them. Isn't 
the difference more a matter of quantity than quality? 


X-Ray and Forecast 
New Administration Policies 

American foreign policy moves forward in a satisfying way. While no 
open break in unity or confidence has come between the United States and 
Britain, or the United States and Russia, the new frank, rather hard-boiled, 
common-sense attitude of Truman, working in close cooperation with Con- 
gress, is bearing fruit. Roosevelt’s remarkable personality and unquestioned 
idealism had held together a surface form of international cooperation, while 
under the surface double-dealing and double-crossing flourished and threatened 
the peace structure. Churchill and Stalin both took advantage of Roosevelt’s 
great ability to keep things smoothed over, while they surreptitiously promot- 
ed their own particular aims. Truman’s plain but sharp approach ended much 
of that and has forced most of the controversies out into the open. 

The appointment of James F. Byrnes to the Department of State adds to 
this development. Byrnes, like Truman, turns a cold scrutinizing eye upon the 
endless plotting of the old-world leaders, although he is eager to cooperate 
in every way toward sincere plans for peace. You will remember our in- 
formation and forecast on the Stettinius appointment. It was that he would 
not be able to hold his own very long. Byrnes will meet the need admirably, 
and Stettinius will do well in his new post in the world peace organization 
with Truman and Byrnes setting the pace. Roosevelt’s ideals, which are in 
reality Wilsonian, will persist as the American peace objectives. 

While no doubt there are abler men in the country for the tasks fate has 
hurled upon Truman and Byrnes, we forecast that America is entering upon 
its most effective and satisfying period of world leadership. 

In the domestic field, President Truman has been achieving a more effective 
and far-reaching reconstruction of the New Deal than is generally understood. 
He seems to have understood and to be benefiting by the mistakes which Roose- 
velt made and “eae Few people realize that during the last few weeks, 
by unobtrusively removing personalities upon whom anti-New Deal scorn has 


been heaped and by replacing them with personalities —— in all quarters, 
he has practically transformed the whole country’s attitude toward the admin- 


istration in power. If he holds to this course, as he undoubtedly will, it will 
be hard for an opposition party to find grounds on which to take issue in the 
next election. This is one of the little realized but most important develop- 
ments in the current domestic scene. 
Business 

The great post-war conflict is on between big business and the little man’s 
business, between monopolies and genuine free enterprise. And every Chris- 
tian layman should get clear in his mind the fact that the great monopolistic 
groups, which are often for convenience labeled ‘‘Big Business,’ are not the 
symbols of capitalism but are really enemies of capitalism and free enterprise. 
There are scores of federal indictments on record, on which we have reportéd 


(Continued on next page) 
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X-Ray and Forecast 
(Continued from center page) 
Russia and Turkey 

Another place where Russian and British interests are clash- 
ing is the Dardanelles. Britain has dominated this strategic 
gateway from Russia to the Mediterranean for generations 
through a policy of appeasement of Turkish aims as well as 
outright financial and political support of Turkish policy— 
even when these Turkish policies were in absolute conflict 
with Christian ideals. (There was the slaughter by Moslems 
of thousands of Christian Armenians after the last war which 
was hushed up and smoothed over by British official action 
in return for continued Turkish cooperation.) 

Russia has made demands on Turkey which has sent the 
Turkish officials hurrying to London. Significant and pro- 
found silence has been maintained over the secret conferences, 
but it takes no imagination to guess the fears and suspicions 
which are now hovering over London. 

Fascists Still Powerful in Italy 

Censorship still keeps the American people from knowing 
that Italy, after nearly two years of Allied occupation and 
with the war over in Europe, is still forbidden the democracy 
for which we have been fighting. The projection of Italy 
into the empire life-line in the Mediterranean and British in- 
vestments in Italy still determine policy in London. No 
liberal forces have been allowed to gain power in Italy for 
fear that a socialist regime might repudiate these investments 
and threaten empire interests. What is still more unbelievable, 
thousands of former fascists are still in power and many 
famous Italian democratic leaders have been held back—some 
are even held under arrest—to prevent their leadership from 
becoming effective. This has been done in the face of the 
memory of the American boys who died for democracy in 
Italy! Why does our State Department offer only a whim- 

ering acquiescence to this? Is American blood so cheap? 

John Chabot Smith, New York newsman, reported openly 
to his paper that members of the Psychological Warfare Board 
in Italy do not regard the encouraging of Italians to throw 
off the yoke of fascism a “war aim,” and that “similarly, 
Allied policy toward Germany was to destroy the Nazi mili- 
tary machine but not necessarily to liberate the Germans from 
Nazism.” 

To date, a year and a half after the fall of Mussolini, Mr. 
Smith says that little or no progress has been made by the 
Italians in removing fascists from public office, punishing war 
criminals or in creating democratic organs or local govern- 
ment. Some of the informers of Mussolini’s secret police 
still occupy government posts. General Mario Roatta, head 
of the fascist military intelligence service, was allowed to 
escape just before being sentenced to life imprisonment. (A 
report from London stated he had been given refuge in Va- 
tican City.) It took seven months to arrest Mussolini's private 
secretary, who was living quietly in his own house. In the 
year and a half there have been no elections of any kind in 
Italy. 

es that the peace deal with Italy is still a secret. 
We don’t dare say much, but if the American people knew 
the terms of that agreement and the way American arms have 
been utilized for undemocratic purposes, it would not be calm 
along the Potomac—or along the Thames either! 

Greek Viewpoint 

To the consternation of the British, who allowed him to 
come to America, the Greek delegate to the San Francisco 
conference, Kostas Karayorghis, once free from British con- 
trol “blew his top’ to American friends, although efforts 
have been made to suppress what he said. 

Mr. Karayorghis declares that the liberation of Greece was 
achieved through the efforts of the EAM and ELAS and not 
by the “tourist landings of the British.” Now, he says, 30,000 
resistance movement participants are in prison and the reac- 
tionary government continues in power, with quislings and 
native fascists still occupying the high offices. Karayorghis 


asks the establishment of a truly representative national gov- 
ernment consisting of right, center and left parties, chosen 
by authoritative elections, instead of the present government 
which, he claims, exists only because of the presence of English 
troops. The Greek EAM delegate proposes that Greek elec- 
tions be supervised by a joint committee of Russians, Amer- 
icans and British as Churchill promised. 

Secrets from Citizens 

Many times the American public is robbed of information 
to which it is entitled. Newsmen and officials in Washington 
are now openly discussing the fact that medical authorities 
had known for a long time that President Roosevelt could 
not hope to live out a fourth term in office. In 1938 a slight 
attack, in which bursting blood vessels clouded the President’s 
brain, was brought on by Roosevelt’s worry over the illness of 
his son, James. Late in 1943, the President suffered a severe 
stroke. These happenings were kept secret. Also kept secret 
was the fact that the President had had another severe stroke 
on the Palm Sunday before the fatal attack which caused his 
death at Warm Springs. 

Labor and Post-War Problems 

As the pressure of war emergency is lessened, we must be 
prepared for widening labor unrest, more strikes and more 
violence in the strikes. This increasing disturbance will be 
due not only to conflict between the workers and manage- 
ment, but also to conflict between the unions themselves in 
the struggle for power. 

The influence of labor in Washington has been reduced 
considerably since Roosevelt’s death. Truman is striking out 
in a more moderate direction and is less inclined to depend 
upon labor for support. However, he is not anti-labor. Labor 
a sensitive to its decreasing influence, is now much 
more inclined to assert pressure through direct strike methods 
than through political side doors. Unless some effective com- 
promise can be reached on legislation, now pending in Con- 
gress, for the continuation of government-backed arbitration 
in labor disputes, we are in for a turbulent period. 


Racial Tensions and the Future 

The failure of Washington lawmakers to take definite steps 
to continue the Fair Employment Practices Committee, or to 
set up a compromise plan, continues to provide a danger spot 
in the American scene. The FEPC is not acceptable to most 
of the South. Because of anti-semitism, it is not acceptable 
to some in the north (a fact which is kept strictly hush-hush 
in the press), so anti-semitic elements in northern leadership 
have combined with southern reactionaries to block the con- 
tinuation of the anti-discrimination program. Unfortunately 
the leaders of this bloc in Congress have become so blindly 
rabid on the subject that other solutions, which have been in 
the thoughts of many forward-looking southern leaders, have 
never been permitted to come to the fore. 

Christian laymen north and south are divided on the ques- 
tion. The northern layman, who sees many educated, respon- 
sible and aggressive Negroes, may not always comprehend the 
situation in the South, where the Negro population often out- 
numbers the white and where the averages in ability, respon- 
sibility and education are lower. The more progressive and 
enlightened of Southern leaders believe that pm educated, re- 
sponsible Negro should be given a chance for a full demo- 
cratic life, but they have been temporarily pushed aside by 
the filibustering clique in Congress whose five-hour speeches 
exceed anything by Hitler and Goebbels for lies, arrogance 
and stupidity and open the door to powerful radical elements 
now concentrating on Negro discontent. 


Correction 

Lines were inadvertently left out of the report in our last 
issue On mortuary practices. The article should have read as 
follows: “Many undertakers are sincere public servants con- 
ducting a necessary and honest business within the scheme of 
community relationships, but some morticians are experts in 
persuading the bereaved to authorize burial costs out of all 
proportion to income.” 








